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XXI li

by the deity Jagannath to execute his poem, but at the time of
writing the Ramayana he was a man of the world, living happily
with his family and did not earn the name Matta-Balaram by becomIn
ing an enthusiast ascetic following the teachings of Chaitanya.
the last but one colophon of the Ramayana, the poet says that his
father, Somnath Mahapatra, was a minister of the Raja and the
name of his mother was Manomaya. Presumably Somnath was
a descendant of Gopinath who was, as the Gopinathpura inscripThe poet says, he
tions disclose, a minister of Kapilendra Deva,
was thirty-two years old when he finished the epic, and that he
versified the whole story of the Ramayana as he learnt it from the
The whole poem was
narration of the story by the Pandits.
evidently recited by the poet by taking his seat in the Jaga-

mohana

or the audience hall of the Puri temple, for the title of
Though Jagamohana Ramathe book is Jagamohana Ramayana.
yana is the title in the colophon, the work subsequently acquired
the name Dandi Ramayana, as it became a popular work, and the
contents were being recited or sung by the Ddnda or road-side
In the colophon referred to
{i.e., before the crowded public).
above and quoted below, the number of the padas of the book has

The important

been put down as one hundred thousand.
colophon are
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		 ଏ ପୃଷ୍ଠାଟି ୨୮ ଜାନୁଆରୀ ୨୦୨୩ ଦିନ ୨୦:୧୮ ବେଳେ ବଦଳାଯାଇଥିଲା ।
	ଏହି ଲେଖା  କ୍ରିଏଟିଭ କମନ୍ସ ଆଟ୍ରିବୁସନ/ସେଆର ଏଲାଇକ ଲାଇସେନ୍ସରେ ରଖାଯାଇଛି;
ଆହୁରି କିଛି ନୀତି ମଧ୍ୟ ଥାଇପାରେ ।
ଅଧିକ ଜାଣିବା ପାଇଁ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରିବାର ନିୟମ ସବୁ ଦେଖନ୍ତୁ ।
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